
Collection of Soil Samples
1. Sample each field separately. However, where the areas within a field differ distinctly in crop growth, appearance of the soils, or 
in elevation, or are known to have been cropped or fertilized and manured differently, divided the filed and sample each area 
separately. 

2. Take a composite sample from each area. Scrape away surface litter, then take a small sample from the surface to plough depth
from a number of spots in the field (10 to 15 per acre). Collect these samples in a clean bucket or some such wide container. 

3. Where crops have been planted in lines (rows), sample between the lines. 

4. Do not sample unusual area. Avoid areas recently fertilized, old bunds, marshy spots, near tress, compost piles, other non-
representative locations. 

5. Take a uniform thick sample from the surface to plough depth. If a spade or a trowel is used, dig a v-shaped hole, then cut out a 
uniform thick slice of soil from bottom to op of the exposed soil face, collect the sample on the baled or in your hand and place it in 
the bucket. 

6. Pour the soil from the bucket on a piece of clean cloth or paper and mix thoroughly, discard, by quartering, all but 1 to 2 lbs. of 
soil. Quarterly may be done by mixing sample well, dividing it into four equal parts, then rejecting two opposite quarters, mixing the 
remaining two portions, again dividing into four parts and rejecting two opposite quarters, and so on. The sample should be dried in 
the shade for an hour or two before it goes into the cloth bag container. 

7. Each cloth bag should be large enough to hold a pound or two of soil, and should be properly marked to identify the sample. 

8. Fill out the soil sample information sheet for each sample. These forms may be sent separately to the laboratory or enclosed with 
the soil sample. 

9. Address the samples to the Soil Chemist, Soil Testing Laboratory, Goal Ghar, Port Blair. 

10. Keep a record of the areas sampled and a simple sketch map for reference when you get the soil test and fertilizers 
recommendation report from the soil testing laboratory. 
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Sampling a Field

3. Zone

40 acres
uniform throughout

15 T/a manure
last year

No manure

Gentle slope
Well drained

Flat 
Poorly drained

Steep slope
Well drained

2 zones 3 zones 3 zones



The Wrong Way to Sample
If this were a 15 acre field and all areas 

were sampled and combine into one 
composite sample, what would the 
results tell you?

Gentle slope
Well drained

Flat 
Poorly drained

Steep slope
Well drained





Sampling in Ridge-Till Systems
with Residual Fertilizer Bands

• Sample to 6 in. depth;
6 in. from the row

• Avoid high P and K zones that
may have been band-applied
near the row
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Robbins and Voss, 1991 (IA)


